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a-n Italian named Anselme, who had made his way into the
sity, that Louis XVI. had been guillotined. The majority of
the French residents expressed the deepest sorrow at hearing
these tidings, and collected round the democratic club with
cries of " Vive le Roi r Vive Louis XVII." After such a
manifestation of discontent with the Republic, the com-
missioners felt that their power was gone, and that it would
be useless to prolong their resistance to the English. The
city was bombarded on August 20 and 22, and on the 23rd
Colonel de Chermont, feeling that he had done enough for the
honour of the French arms, capitulated. As soon as the
English troops entered the city, the French inhabitants assumed
the white cockade, and on August 24 a solemn memorial
service in honour of Louis XVI. was held in the largest
church. By the terms of the capitulation of Pondicherry the
French soldiers became prisoners of war, and many of them
enlisted in the English East India Company's European
regiments, while the officers mostly took service with the
Indian native princes, and especially with Tippoo Sultan and
the Nizam. The other French settlements, Chandernagore,
Karikal, Mahe, and Yanaon, surrendered without a blow, and
the French flag ceased to wave in India.1 The destruction of
the French power in India was not due to the Revolution.
The policy of Dupleix had been abandoned, before the
Revolution commenced, in favour of that of La Bourdonnais
and Conway, which aimed at making the Mauritius the head-
quarters of French influence in the Eastern seas, and looked
for expansion towards Madagascar rather than India.2 The
defences of Pondicherry and the other settlements in India had
been deliberately neglected, and the garrisons reduced, and it
was perfectly well known, long before 1789, that they could
be easily reduced by the English the moment war broke out.
During the Revolution no attempt was made to alter this
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